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— ° e ° 9 Boston Jewish Leaders End 
oday th Lesinski, Hierarchy Ss Tool, Released Time Participation 
turch ani ° Following adoption of a resolution 
ubsidizes Vetoes Committee Stand by the Jewish Concent Council of 
10 oppes Metropolitan Boston condemning the 
on The recent action of Rep. John Lesinski, chairman of the House Labor and released time system of religious educa- 
oo Education Committee, dissolving the subcommittee on aid-to-education because its tion as “neither adequate religious edu- 
and. | members had voted 10-3 to let the Barden bill come up for floor debate, has deprived cation nor sound Americanism,” 2,363 
My deadh the representatives of the American people of any opportunity to determine govern- Jewish pupils who formerly participated 
-- Harsch’ ment educational policy during this session of Congress. This means that the acri- in the program in the Boston public 
vam monious question will drag on without benefit of the democratic processes which schools have been withdrawn from the 
ight contribute towards its solution, unless Congress moves to take the matter out one-hour-a-week religious classes. The 
nd of the dictatorial Mr. Lesinski’s hands. number of Protestant pupils enrolled in 
tion a In the meantime, the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America has the 1949-50 program has declined by 
its work, come forth with a proposal to break the deadlock and allow the issues to be decided some 700 pupils. 
e Church) on their merits. A unanimous resolution of the Council’s executive committee has Scheel éfidéth al eee 
s througt called for separate consideration of bills for direct aid to the public schools and bills chadtebiienhlel adit in ao Racaen Public 
lobbying for “welfare services” to children in all schools. In this way, the Council argues, pro- ahs deel : W kd Reli 
1ws, or) ponents and opponents of federal aid to the public schools could vote for or against ae “a pee ne Po he ne rl 
ks. or such measures independently of the question of aid to religious schools, and proponents ee Se ee bie gee 
such a 4nd opponents of federal aid for “welfare services” to religious schools could vote ny Pag = teins “hall 
4 ures inc »nde » ae 2 sti of ai >t ublic sc s part nc Tram, ¥ ° 
ma. — for or against such measures independently of the question of aid to the public schools. ech work in eubjesteia whten-the'Sle 
°. Confusion in New York oy 1a hai ae a i a dren are weak; assembly; library; spe- 
nporal, a The situation created by Rep. Lesin- -” am gu pend Soe cial assignment; make-up work; guid. 
| tempord ski, acting as a puppet of the Roman lich bk 2 sly ns S , on ance; recreational reading, the content 
n his nem CAtholic hierarchy, can bring satisfac- — a ee of which possesses ethical values . . . 
me ' tioronly to out-and-out enemies of the against the Barden bill, and Glenn 1. : : , , i 
r Study. A "pe Phar Page Archer, POAU executive director, During High Holy Day services, 
— public school system. e has his way, promptly replied with an appeal to rea- rabbis in Boston synagogues read a spe- 


no educational bill of any kind will ever 
be considered, unless and until public 
funds are appropriated to Catholic 


In New York State, former Governor 
Herbert H. Lehman, running as Demo- 
cratic candidate for the Senate to fill the 
vacant seat of Robert F. Wagner, has 
felt the “heat” generated by the political 
machine whose leader is Francis Cardi- 
nal Spellman, and has melted under it. 
Although he had defended Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt against the “unworthy moth- 
er” attack of Cardinal Spellman, Leh- 
man has now come out publicly in 
repudiation of the Barden-bill principle 
for which Mrs. Roosevelt was contending 
when the Cardinal attacked her. Both 
the former Governor and Mayor William 
O'Dwyer, running for re-election in 
New York City, issued statements brand- 
ing the Barden bill “discriminatory” 














son. Archer’s statement said: 
“it is only by a twisted process of 


logic that a bill which would aid public 
schools can be called discriminatory. 
The public schools discriminate againsi 
no one—children of all faiths attend 
them. The Thomas aid-to-education bill, 
which Mr. Lehman endorses, would 
allow use of tax funds contributed by 
citizens of all faiths to be used by cer- 
tain states in support of exclusive sec- 
tarian schools. 


Terms Misused 


“Like many other persons who have 
participated in the educational-aid con- 
troversy, Mr. Lehman also misuses the 
terms ‘welfare services’ and ‘auxiliary 
services.’ He includes parochial school 
bus transportation within these terms, 


(Continued on page 2) 












































cial message to their congregations 
which concluded: “The Hebrew Schools 
and our Sunday Schools are the logical 
places for religious instruction. Let us 
do everything possible to provide our 
children with proper and ample religious 
schooling in the traditional place for 
such learning and at the traditional 


time.” 
= > * * 


“I am proud of the fact that my 
Protestant sons and daughter had the 
privilege of sitting in classrooms with 
their Roman Catholic and other friends, 
Jew by Gentile, black by white, foreign- 
born by native-born, and there learned 
to live together in mutual respect—not 
as Protestants, Roman Catholics, Jews, 
Gentiles, Negroes, and whites, but as 
Americans, and children of one Father.” 


—Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. 


“Political Chicanery” Charged 
on Massachusetts Bus Issue 


Efforts of the Massachusetts Republican State Committee to keep the issue of free 
bus transportation for private schools off the 1950 election ballot have brought a 
stinging rebuke from leaders of seventeen churches comprising the Wachusett (Mass. ) 


Baptist Association. 


A state law now permits pupils of private and parochial schools to ride free on 
public school buses. In July, fifteen Protestant clergymen of Greater Boston filed an 
initiative petition with the attorney general so that a move for repeal of the law could 
be voted on by the citizens in the forthcoming election. State Senator Harris S. Rich- 
ardson, Republican leader, then announced that the Republican State Committee 
would seek a court order to keep the question off the ballot because “religious matters” 
are not subject to initiative consideration in Massachusetts. 


A resolution adopted at the Baptist 
Association’s annual meeting in Ayer 
declares that the Republican Committee’s 
move was motivated by “political chi- 
canery” to avoid hurting its chances at 
the polls, and upholds “the right of any 
citizen or group of citizens of Massa- 
chusetts” to seek a public vote on the 
issue. The signatures of 20,000 voters 
must be appended to the petition in 
order to have the question placed on the 
ballot. 

In adopting his position, Senator 
Richardson openly stated that party poli- 
tics was involved. “Many believe that if 
the issue gets on the ballot the results 
may be detrimental to our party,” he 
said. “They feel that we have been in- 
jured by previous referenda on extrane- 
ous subjects, for which we as a party 
were blameless.” 


Minnesota Group Takes Stand 


The Minnesota Christian Missionary 
Society (Disciples of Christ), meeting 
recently at Rochester, Minn., for its 
88th annual convention, adopted the 
following resolution: 

“That the state legislature be informed 
of the opposition of our churches and 
members to the use of public tax money 
for any kind of support to private and 
parochial schools, thus violating the 
American historical commitment to the 
principle of separation of church and 
state.” 


Columbia Institutes Course 
In Church-State Relations 


The present condition of American 
education as it is affected by the con 
troversy over aid to religious schools is 
the subject of a course now being of 
fered at Columbia University. Under the 
guidance of Prof. R. Freeman Butts, cur- 
rent practices and proposals involving 
the use of public funds or public facili- 
ties for religious instruction will be dis- 
cussed against the historical background 
of church-state relations in America. 
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Dat Old Debbil 


In Spain, “Freemason” is a word 
used by mothers to frighten their chil- 
dren. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt was re- 
cently described on the Madrid radio as 
“this old Freemason woman.” In the 
same broadcast—which was based on 
an article in Arriba, official organ of 
the Falange Party—President Truman 
was characterized as a thirty-third de- 
gree Mason. bent on annihilating the 
Roman Catholic Church. Perhaps the 
next object of Falange hatred will be 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey, who was 
recently elected a thirty-third degree 
Mason in New York. 


The children of 45,000 Protestants 
and 40,000 Jews in Italy are forced to 
receive instruction in the Roman Catho- 
lic religion as part of their studies in 
the public schools. 


~ 7. 7 ° 


Ban Protestant Broadcasts 


Complete elimination of Protestant 
radio programs in Peru and Argentina 
has given the Roman Catholic Church 
a monopoly of religious broadcasting in 
those countries. Under government pres- 
sure, independent radio stations are now 
refusing time to Protestants even for the 
broadcasting of religious music. Up un- 
til four or five months ago, Protestants 


were allowed the “privilege” of making 
speeches, provided the scripts had been 
submitted to censors three days in ad- 
vance. Then, censorship gave way to 


total suppression of speeches, leaving 
music as the only form of expression 
allowed to Protestants. Today, neither 
words nor notes can be broadcast by 
non-Catholic religious leaders in Peru 
and Argentina. 








(Continued from page 1) 

as other spokesmen for this point g 
view have included the purchase of ‘secy, 
lar’ textbooks. If the government we, 
to pay for these expenditures of 
chial schools, it would shoulder a fing, 
cial burden which rightfully belongs , 
the private school and not to the publi. 
Private schools should pay these bij, 
just as parents should buy clothes fy 
their children, rather than call upon th 
government to do so. It is the goven, 
ment’s responsibility to look to the ge, 
eral welfare, not the ‘welfare’ of greed 
pressure groups. 

“For his part, Mr. O’Dwyer bring 
forth once more the threadbare argy 
ment that Catholic parents pay taxes, y 
why shouldn’t the government suppor 
Catholic parochial schools? Accordj 
to this argument, no one should be 
quired to pay a tax who does not receiy 
a direct, personal benefit therefrom 
This would mean that single persons, » 
parents who do not have children ¢ 
school age, could demand exemptio 
from payment of taxes which go to sp 
port the public schools, or else a reba 
on those taxes. If the Mayor invoked thi 
rule in New York City, anarchy wouk 
result.” 


Morris Meets Issue 

Democratic and Republican cand; 
dates alike are conducting their cam 
paign in the Empire State in the face q 
a threat from the Roman Catholic hie 
archy. This threat was made openly }; 
the Rev. Francis E. Burns, S.J., at; 
Catholic War Veterans rally in Aurie 
N. Y. He exhorted Catholics ¢ 
vote only for candidates who showed 
that “they could give to the Cathol: 
child the educational advantages he i 
entitled to under the Constitution,” aw 
added, significantly, “I refer especial 
to the exalted office of United Stat 
Senator.” Even John Foster Dulles, t 
Republican candidate, whose _positia 
on federal aid differs entirely from Lé 
man’s, has phrased his opposition to th 
federal program in terms which see 
designed to appeal to Catholics, speti 
ing vaguely of the dire possibility the 
with federal support “irreligion” wou 
be taughi in the public schools. 

Only Newbold Morris, the Repub 


can-Liberal-Fusion candidate for May 


1 
Vi. ¢ 


of New York City, has unhesitating 
put pririciple above politics on the que 
tion of church-state relations. He Wi 


forthrightly endorsed Congressman Be 
den’s principle that public funds shot 
be used for public purposes only, # 
ing: “I want very much to be Mayor 
the City of New York, but if the pm 
of becoming Mayor is giving up my @ 
victions or selling my soul, | would pf 
fer to remain in private life.” 
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“NATION” ASKS COURT 
TO LIFT SCHOOL BAN 


A petition calling upon the New York State Supreme Court to order state and 
city authorities to restore the Nation to. the public school libraries in New York City 
has been filed by the magazine’s publishers. Legal action has been taken after a year 
of fruitless endeavor to persuade the local authorities and the State Education Com- 
mission to reconsider the ban on the merits of the case. Original cause of the ban was 
a series of articles by Paul Blanshard on the political and social policies of the Roman 


Catholic Church. 

Retention of the ban, the Nation’s pe- 
tition argues, “will inevitably encourage 
all groups to seek the removal from 
school libraries of literature that they 
find objectionable and thereby threaten 
the very existence of public school li- 
braries and the public school system.” 
As an example of this tendency, the Na- 
tion cited the suit recently instituted by 
a Jewish taxpayer seeking the removal 
of “Oliver Twist” and “The Merchant 
of Venice” from the New York City 
schools on the grounds that they are 
anti-Semitic. 

According to the petition, the ban on 
the Nation constitutes a deprivation of 
liberty and property without due process 
of law, is an abridgement of freedom of 
the press and is discriminatory in that 
other publications and books discussing 
similar subjects are available in the 
school libraries. 

At the same time, two other petitions 
were filed with Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Francis T. Spaulding calling upon 
him to reverse his own ruling of May 25, 
1949 that New York City school au- 
thorities had full discretionary power to 
ban books, and asking him to hear an 
appeal from the decision of the Board 
of Superintendents and the Board of 
Education of New York City to reim- 
pose the ban for a second year, 


Mre. Roosevelt Censored 


The ban on the Nation was discussed 
by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt in a recent 
column, and with her habitual modera- 
tion. She advocated that the ban be 
lifted, but presented no brief for the Na- 
tion’s particular point of view. Indeed, 
she remarked that Paul Blanshard’s writ 
ings on the Roman Catholic Church, 
originally carried in the magazine, were, 
in her opinion, “des idedly prejudiced.” 
But, this, apparently, was not enough for 
those newspaper editors who are in 
creasingly under the domination of a 
Catholic-inspired “thought control.” In 
about three-quarters of the newspapers 
which carry the column, “My Day,” as 
a regular feature, the column on the 
Nation was either omitted or so exten- 
sively censored as to envelop the main 
point in an impenetrable obscurity. 








CARRYING WATER ON BOTH SHOULDERS 


Hocus-Pocus 


It is now many months since Judge E. 
Turner Hensley pronounced his decision 
in the Dixon school case, ordering edu- 
cational authorities in the little New 
Mexican town to cease the flagrantly un- 
constitutional practices by which they 
had favored and enriched the Roman 
Catholic Church. Those months have 
seen the judge’s decision made a mock- 
ery by public officials who have devised 
sleight-of-hand tricks so ingenious that 
a vaudeville magician might well envy 
them. 

Judge Hensley ordered dismissal of 
some 140 teaching nuns and brothers 
from the public school staff for teach 
ing sectarian doctrine at the taxpayers’ 
expense; they have been replaced by 
other teaching nuns and brothers who 
have been trained by their orders to 
perform precisely this function. 

Judge Hensley forbade school officials 
to purchase or rent church property on 
which to conduct public school classes; 
but the reverse process, by which public 
school property is abandoned by the 
state to Roman Catholic authorities for 























































conversion into parochial schools, goes 
on unabated. 

Judge Hensley held that free transpor- 
tation of parochial school children in 
public school busses is unconstitutional; 
this practice has been officially halted, 
but there are many violations of the 
order. 


Judge Hensley ruled that the state 
could not lawfully furnish text books to 
parochial schools; the state textbook 
director, Paul Masters, continues to do- 
nate text books to parochial schools by 
using the transparent device dreamed 
up by Attorney General Joe L. Martinez, 
the fiction that the books are a personal 
gift to the parochial school pupils, and 
not to the parochial schools. 

The original plaintiffs in the suit are 
therefore taking the case to a higher 
court. They will seek an order barring 
all nuns, brothers and priests from 
teaching in the public schools because 
their vows bind them to propagate the 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and to place its interests above the in- 
terests of the state and above the inter- 
ests of all non-Catholic citizens. 





Studies Vatican Role 


Avro Manhattan’s The Vatican in 
World Affairs, a 444-page book just 
published by Gaer Associates, contains 
a vast fund of little-known information 
about the international machinations of 
the Roman Catholic Church. It tells the 
fascinating story of the Roman Church’s 
devious and interminable quest for 
power, demonstrating how it has been 
Fascist in Fascist Italy, Nazi in Nazi 
Germany, Falangist in Falangist Spain, 
Hapsburg in Hapsburg Austria, Petain- 
ist in Petain France and Emperor-wor- 
shipping in Hirohito’s Japan. 

Limited quantities of Manhattan’s 
book, as well as of J. M. Dawson’s valu- 
able work, Separate Church and State 
Now, will be distributed by POAU on a 
non-profit basis to clubs, groups and 
individuals upon request. Printing and 
mailing charges of $3.75 for the Man- 
hattan book and $2.50 for the Dawson 
book will be made. 
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Test Case Brought In Colorado 


Public school children in Fleming, Colo., have been forced to attend a Roman 
Catholic parochial school because district school authorities closed the only two 
available public schools, a suit brought by a local citizen charges. 

The suit, brought by W. E. Outcault, a retired sugar company employee, in 


Logan County District Court, alleges: 





District school directors Frank Hoefler, Edward J. Lock and J. H. Barnhoft, 
immediately after their election in 1947 closed one of the two public schools in their 
district. and a year later closed the other one. 

They then ordered all the pupils to 
attend St. Peter's parochial school, 
which they dubbed “St. Peter’s public PROTESTANTS 
school.” 
The complaint also alleges: SPURN CZECH 
“That the county superintendent ob- SUBSIDY 
tains apportionments from state school : : 
funds for District No. 43 for three full- Baptist, Methodist, Congregational 


time teachers and has used the third 
teacher's salary for the operation of a 
school bus from District 43 to District 
69, located some nine or ten miles north 
and that said sum has been used for the 
payment to the bus driver; that the two 
sisters (teaching nuns) receive a month- 
ly salary of $166.75,” which is turned 
over to their teaching orders. 

The suit has state-wide implications, 
since four elementary and two public 
high schools elsewhere in Colorado are, 
according to Roman Catholic spokes- 
men, taught by nuns. The Register, 
Catholic weekly at Denver, reports that 
grade and high schools in Antonito, 
Capulin, Conejos and San Luis are 
taught by garbed Religious. 

Named as defendants in the suit were 
the three school district directors, and 
Mrs. Doris Plummer, county superin- 
tendent of schools; Mrs. Nettie S. Freed, 
state superintendent of public instruc 
tion; and W. F. Alexander, Logan Coun- 
ty treasurer. Mrs. Freed said that St. 
Peter’s school building is rented by the 
public school district from the Denver 
archdiocese for $50 a month. 

All defendants deny that the children 
receive religious instruction during 
school hours. Joseph Craven, attorney 
for the archdiocese, asserts that the ar- 
rangement saves the school district— 
which, in Colorado, is a separate taxing 
and administrative unit—large sums of 
money, but makes no effort to explain 
why the public school buildings had to 
be closed. 

The state attorney general, John W. 
Metzger. recently ruled that no part of 
regular school time may be used for re- 
ligious instruction of children, nor may 
public school buildings be used for re- 


ligious instruction at any time. 


Let’s pull together! Continue your ac- 
tive support of POAU. Help us enroll 


new members. 
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and other Protestant sects in Czecho- 
slovakia have declined to apply for “rec- 
ognized” status under the government's 
new church-control law, under which 
the salaries of their clergymen would be 
paid by the state. The Roman Catholic 
and Slovak Lutheran churches have tra- 
ditionally received state subsidies, and 
are, therefore, already “recognized.” As 
new beneficiaries, the Church of the 
Czech Brethren and the Czechoslovak 
Church, which seek to benefit under the 
new law, expect to transfer 2 large part 
of their financial burden to the gover=- 
ment. 

The government also acquires 4 veto 
over all ecclesiastical nominations and 
elections, including those of hishops, 
apostolic administrators and army chap- 
lains. The state will grant paymente for 
the upkeep of the churches based on 
yearly budgets and records to be sub- 
mitted by church authorities, but in turn 
it will exercise control over ail church 
property, even to the extent of supervis- 
ing mortgages and other finances. 
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BLANSHARD BOOK 
FROM SHELF 






Paul Blanshard’s book, Americal Saal 


Freedom and Catholic Power, which has 
been on the best-seller list for month! 
has been withdrawn from the book Pm 


partment stock of Macy’s departmey! 
store in New York City, and can be gh! 
tained m the store only by special 
order A letter sent by Macy executiyg) 
to customers who have complained g/ 
not finding the book in stock, declary’ 
that “it is not Macy policy to act as, 
self-appointed censor of what 
should read,” and that it had chosen “ 
middle course” in selling the Blanshay 
book. A “middle course” of censorship 
indeed! 

“Macy’s had been displaying the vol 
ume inconspicuously in its political x) 
ence section,” Publishers’ Weekly » 
ports. H. Norman Neubert, the store; 
public relations manager, admits that “ 
vigorous demand . . . by a Cathok 
businessman that the book be withdraw 
from sale” was received in July, by 
denies that this letter influenced Macy; 
action. 

“Sales through September 9,” accord 
ing to Publishers’ Weekly, “reached 35, 
000 copies including denomination 
orders, weekly trade sales were avery 
ing over 2000 and a new printing d 
15,006 brings the total in print to 55,00 
(as of September 17). 

Somewhat more emphatic than th 
Catholic businessman who protested th 
sale of the Blanshard book was the w 
known party who recently threw rod 
through the windows of the Beacon Pres 
building in Boston, owned by the pub 
lishers of Anierican Freedom and Cat 


lic Power. 








CHURCH AND STATE NEWSLETTER 


Compiled and Circulated by 


Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 


of Church and State 


1835 K Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


—- 


| 


religic 
umph 
ence, ‘ 
“is no 
low hi 
the sa 
are, by 
brethr. 
dream 
is one 
they h 
despise 
where 
with j 
have j 
we car 
singing 
Author 





